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Amphi Celebrates Innovation Academy 

TUCSON, Ariz. - Amphitheater Public Schools 
celebrated the completion of construction of 
the brand new K-5 elementary school, 
Innovation Academy, with a ribbon cutting 
ceremony with district officials and local 
dignitaries today. The school will officially 
open for its first day of school on August 10, 
2017. 

Uniquely designed to weave the sciences into 
all aspects of learning, the new school will 
engage students in “hands on” and “minds 
on” relevant curriculum and instruction that 
will utilize technology and the arts to enrich 
and encourage learning.  

The school also offers a well-rounded education in reading, writing, and social studies as well as 
instruction in art, music, and physical education, which are all essential components of a quality 
elementary education. 

Innovation Academy is an entirely open enrollment school – it has no neighborhood attendance 
boundaries and students from across the Tucson metropolitan area (both in-district and out-of-district) 
are eligible to apply for open enrollment.   

“We take great pride in being an innovative school district. As we become a more technologically 
advanced society, we know that we need to constantly evaluate and evolve the way we teach,” said 
Superintendent Patrick Nelson. “By sparking a sense of curiosity in our students at an early age and 
getting them to experiment, problem-solve, and think critically, we are teaching them the skills they’ll 
need to succeed.”  

- more - 
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No one has been anticipating the opening of Innovation Academy more than the school’s principal, Mr. 
Michael McConnell. For the past year, he has been working closely with the construction teams, 
architects, designers, and district leadership to meticulously monitor every detail of the planning and 
construction process. He has also carefully assembled his entire staff and has conducted several 
professional development sessions for his team to collaborate and develop lessons and projects.  

“I am excited about the opportunity to open and lead a school that will provide students with hands-on 
and highly-engaging learning opportunities using a STEM-focus,” said McConnell. “As a teacher, I used 
an integrated thematic approach to instruction and that is one of the approaches we will use at 
Innovation Academy. It will be amazing to see our students engage in learning that excites and inspires 
them towards endless possibilities.” 

A generous donation from a well-recognized local philanthropist and supporter of the arts, Mrs. Dorothy 
Dyer Vanek, also allowed the district to fully equip the school’s music room with band and string 
instruments, a piano, music stands, stereo system, and a SmartBoard. During the ceremony, the district 
dedicated the “Dorothy Dyer Vanek Performing Arts Center” in her honor.  

Additionally, the school’s library was officially named after Dr. Vicki Balentine, who served as 
superintendent of the Amphitheater district for 12 years from 2000-2012. It was under Dr. Balentine’s 
leadership that a $180 million school improvement bond was passed, which included the funding to 
build a new elementary school in the final phase. The land had previously been donated to the district in 
1987 by the developers of the Rancho Vistoso community. 

McConnell has also been actively engaging the community to raise awareness of the new school and has 
secured support from several local businesses and organizations including Pima Federal Credit Union, 
Lennar, GSEIT, Southern Arizona Urgent Care, the Rincon Rotary Club, ACE Hardware, and Grinz 
Orthodontics to name a few.  

Innovation Academy is the 21st school in the Amphitheater district and is the first new school to be built 
since Ironwood Ridge High School opened in 2001. 

The district is planning a community “Open House” event where the public will be able to visit and tour 
the school once the new school year begins. More details will be available soon.  

For more information on Innovation Academy, or to learn how to enroll, please visit 
www.amphi.com/InnovationAcademy. Additional information can be found on the school’s Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/InnovationAmphi. A photo gallery from the ribbon-cutting ceremony is also 
posted on www.amphi.com.  

About Amphitheater Public Schools 
Named for the five chains of mountains that surround the city of Tucson like a “beautiful natural amphitheater,” 
Amphitheater Public Schools has a long history of excellence dating back to 1893. Today, the District consists of 21 campuses 
and nearly 14,000 students. Amphitheater Public Schools offer a demanding and rigorous curriculum, including instruction 
in fine arts and physical education at all grade levels. Our students develop the skills necessary for success in higher 
education, as well as in today’s workplace, including creativity and innovation, critical thinking, communication and 
collaboration. Learn more at www.amphi.com or follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram at @AmphiSchools.  
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